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Abstract: Objective To explore the current status and future trends of alopecia areata research through bibliometric analysis
of literature in the Web of Science database, and to provide theoretical references for research directions in this field. Methods
Literatures related to alopecia areata in the Web of Science Core Collection from 2004 to 2023 were retrieved. Multi-
dimensional visual analysis was conducted using VOSviewer and CiteSpace. Results A total of 1,474 literatures were included,
consisting of 1,248 original articles and 226 reviews. These literatures were contributed by 5,733 authors from 1,713 institutions
across 73 countries and published in 378 journals. Since 2019, the annual number of publications has exceeded 200. The United
States, China, and Egypt are the major research forces. Journal of the American Academy of Dermatology and Christiano
Angela M ranked first in terms of publication quantity. High-frequency keywords covered therapeutic effect, associated factors,
epidemiology, autoimmunity, pathogenesis, etc. Janus kinase (JAK) inhibitors such as tofacitinib have become research
hotspots. The research focus has evolved from early mechanism exploration to clinical application and efficacy evaluation.
Conclusion Over the past two decades, research on pemphigus vulgaris has progressed rapidly, with emerging therapies—
such as JAK inhibitors—representing significant breakthroughs. China’s contribution to this field has grown; however, efforts
to enhance knowledge dissemination remain necessary. Future research should focus on the long-term safety of novel therapies,
personalized treatment strategies, patients’ quality of life, and psychological interventions. Additionally, strengthening inter-
institutional collaboration will be essential.
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